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The Mitsubishi Motors UK Rally Team got the defence of its 2008 British Rally Championship
campaign off to a flying start this weekend, when Guy Wilks and co-driver Phil Pugh scored a
resounding victory in round one, the Pirelli International Rally. Team-mates Phillip Morrow and
Daniel Barritt also put in a great performance, finishing fourth overall in what was Morrowʼs debut
as a Mitsubishi works driver.

Starting and finishing in Carlisle, the Pirelli Rally featured four stages on Friday evening followed
by a further ten on Saturday, all of the rallyʼs 105 competitive miles taking place over the
demanding gravel roads in Kielder Forest. 

With Wilks being the reigning British Champion he started the season as clear favourite, but
against drivers such as three-times British Champion and his arch rival Mark Higgins, plus
regular PWRC competitors Juho Hanninen and Patrik Flodin - and former British Champion
David Higgins, the task of winning would not be easy.

However, Wilks was straight on the case and emerged from the first stage with a lead of 4.3
seconds ahead of Mark Higgins, who was followed by his brother David and then Hanninen.
Morrow was fourth, having survived a big moment when he momentarily dropped his Mitsubishi
into a ditch and although not losing much time, the incident knocked his confidence, especially
as it was his first ever stage in the works Mitsubishi.

As Morrow collected his thoughts during the next three stages, Wilks forged ahead, although in
the slippery conditions he too briefly dropped two wheels into one of Kielderʼs infamous ditches
on SS4.

As crews entered parc fermé for the overnight halt, the score-board revealed a perfect start for
Wilks and, after winning every stage so far, he had pulled-out a lead of 24 seconds ahead of
second-placed Hanninen. Mark and David Higgins followed, with Flodin fifth and Morrow sixth,
who admitted he had checked his pace for the remainder of Fridayʼs stages.

After a good-nightʼs sleep, Morrow showed his potential on Saturdayʼs first test and went four
seconds faster than anyone else. Wilks was second fastest on this occasion after finding that,
as first car on the road, he was clearing loose gravel off the surface . 

With SS6 cancelled, the two Mitsubishis were again the fastest cars on the following stage and,
when teams entered the first service halt of the day, Wilks had stretched his lead to 46 seconds
ahead of Hanninen, who reported a heart-stopping top-gear spin in SS7. Morrow was now up to
third and hunting down Mark Higgins, who was nearly a minute ahead.
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Championship positions

Drivers Points
1 Guy Wilks (GB) 20 
2 Juho Hanninen (FIN) 18 
3 David Higgins (GB) 16
4 Phillip Morrow (GB) 15 
5 Patrik Flodin (S) 14
6 Stuart Jones (GB) 13
7 Eyvind Brynildsen (NO) 12
8 Jonathan Greer (GB) 11
9 Wyn Humphreys (GB) 10 
10 James Wozencroft (GB) 9 

Teams
1 Mitsubishi Motors UK 36
2 Team TQ.com 30
3 Atlas TEG Sport 29
4 Revolution Wheels 13

ENDS

Notes for Editors
Guy Wilks is 27 and lives in Darlington, Co. Durham.
Phil Pugh 36 is and lives in Tywyn, Gwynedd.
Phillip Morrow is 24 and lives in Lisburn.
Daniel Barritt is 27 and lives in Burnley.

Photo Captions

Top: Guy Wilks and co-driver Phil Pugh recorded a dominant victory for the Mitsubishi Motors UK Rally Team in round one
of the 2008 Tesco 99 Octane British Rally Championship, the Pirelli International Rally, which took place on 18th & 19th April
(copyright free image).

Bottom: in their very first event for the Mitsubishi Motors UK Rally Team, Phillip Morrow and co-driver Daniel Barritt scored
a hard-earned fourth place in round one of the 2008 Tesco 99 Octane British Rally Championship, the Pirelli International
Rally, which took place on 18th & 19th April (copyright free image).
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